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1 

Section 1.  Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that the Howard 1 

County Code is amended as follows: 2 

 3 

 By amending Title 20 “Taxes, Charges, and Fees” 4 

Subsection (b) of Section 20.129 “Property tax credit for senior citizens”  5 

 6 

Title 20. Taxes, Charges, and Fees. 7 

Subtitle 1.  Real Property Tax; Administration, Credits, And Enforcement. 8 

Part III. State-Authorized Howard County Tax Credits. 9 

 10 

Section 20.129.  Property tax credit for senior citizens. 11 

(b)  Credit Established:  12 

(1) In accordance with section 9-245 of the [[tax-property article]]TAX-PROPERTY 13 

ARTICLE of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the owner of real property may 14 

receive a property tax credit against the County property tax imposed on the 15 

property if the property is owned, wholly or partly, by an individual:  16 

(i) Who is at least [[70]]65 years old;  17 

(ii) Who uses the property as the individual's principal residence for at least 18 

the period that would be required to qualify for the credit under section 9-19 

104 of the [[tax-property article]] TAX-PROPERTY ARTICLE of the 20 

Maryland Annotated Code;  21 

(iii) Who lives in a household with a combined income that does not exceed 22 

500 percent of the most recent poverty guidelines for a household of two 23 

individuals updated periodically in the Federal Register by the United 24 

States Department of Health and Human Services under 42 U.S.C. 25 

9902(2); and  26 

(iv) Who lives in a household with a combined net worth that does not exceed 27 

$500,000.00.  28 

(2) The amount of the credit shall equal 25 percent of the County property tax due in 29 

the current year after applying the homestead credit authorized under section 9-30 

105 of the [[tax-property article]] TAX-PROPERTY ARTICLE of the Annotated Code 31 



2 
 

of Maryland.  1 

(3) The amount of the credit shall be calculated after all other credits granted for that 2 

property under this subtitle or the [[tax-property article]] TAX-PROPERTY ARTICLE 3 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland have been applied so that the credit granted 4 

under this section makes up any difference between (i) the sum of all the other 5 

property tax credits and (ii) the amount that this credit would be if there were no 6 

other credits.  7 

(4) Property taxes attributable to an increase in the value of the property because of 8 

substantial improvements to the property shall be excluded from the calculation 9 

described in paragraph (2) of this subsection.  10 

 11 

Section 2.  And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that 12 

this Act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.  13 


